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HEAL-Link is the name of the consortium of Greek Academic Libraries, which consists of Greek Higher 

Education Institutions, the Academy of Athens, the National Library of Greece, the University of Cyprus, 

21 Research Institutions of the country and other Greek institutions. 

HEAL-Link provides access to the full text of electronic journals and books and to bibliographic 

databases. 

Access to HEAL-Link search services is provided through the IP addresses of the University's network. 

This means that members of the University community have access via computers connected to the 

University network, and those remote users who have access to the Internet via the University's VPN 

service. On some publishers, the authentication and authorization infrastructure (CAI) is supported 

through the Shibboleth software 

Through HEAL-Link you can access the following electronic resources: 

 HEAL-Link Electronic Journals Catalogue: access to the titles of the journals of all the publishers 

with whom HEAL-Link has an agreement. 

 Bibliographic Databases & Full Text Databases / Information Material: Search for articles and 

journals in databases with which HEAL-Link has an agreement. 

 e-books: Search for e-books from publishers. 

Typing the address https://www.heal-link.gr/en/home-3/ in our browser, we are transferred to the 

HEAL-Link home page. 

 

Search in the Electronic Journals 

By selecting "Electronic resources"→ "Electronic journals", you can search for electronic journals by 

journal title, subject or publisher and journal title. 

 

 Search by title 

 

Searching by title is used when we want to limit our research to a specific journal when we know its 

title. By selecting "Online resources"→ "Online journals"→ "by title", the following screen appears: 

http://www.heal-link.gr/
https://di.uop.gr/diktyo-yp/vpn
https://www.heal-link.gr/en/bibliographic-full-text-databases/
https://www.heal-link.gr/%ce%b7%ce%bb%ce%b5%ce%ba%cf%84%cf%81%ce%bf%ce%bd%ce%b9%ce%ba%ce%ac-%ce%b2%ce%b9%ce%b2%ce%bb%ce%af%ce%b1/
https://www.heal-link.gr/en/home-3/


 

By selecting for example, the initial letter "I" we have access to all Heal-Link e-journals whose initial 
letter in the title is "I", as shown in the image below: 

 

The image above shows a list of the names of the journals that have been identified. 

 

 The user can then browse the content of a particular journal using the link bearing the name of the 

journal returned by the search process. In addition to the name of the journal, the above screen displays 

the publisher or company that publishes it as well as the length of time for which the University to 



which we have logged in has been a subscriber to that journal. This subscription period is very important 

because it also determines the set of research papers whose content we can retrieve. To understand 

this subscription characteristic let us consider the journal "International Relations". The subscription to 

this journal is the period 1999 - . This means that we are only allowed to download papers published in 

the journal from January 1999 to date, while access to papers published before January 1999 is not 

allowed. Then selecting the journal "International Relations", the following message appears. 

  

 
The message in this dialogue box informs us that we do have the right to retrieve research papers in 

electronic form from the website to which we are logged in, but this process should be done in 

moderation, retrieving in any case only the set of papers of interest (for example, if the software of the 

journal's website detects a process of saving entire issues or volumes of a journal, this probably means 

that the user is not downloading the papers for scientific purposes). By pressing the "OK" button with 

the left mouse button we declare that we accept the terms of use of the papers set by the publisher and 

go to the journal page which in this case has the format presented below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the image above we can see the website of International Relations journal. The websites of the other journals 

are similar. Here we have the possibility to access all the volumes of the journal as we mentioned before from 

1999 until today. We are also given the possibility to search for articles by keyword. 

For example, by typing the word 'Kosovo' in the 'Search' field as shown in the image below 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and then selecting search, the following results appear on our screen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We can see that in the search we made we have 103 results and on our screen they are displayed in 

groups of 20. 

Depending on the permissions we have, the following signals are displayed: 

 Full access       Open access   No access 



In the image below the main fields are explained: 

 

 

By clicking on the title of the article or on the full access icon you can read the article online and see its abstract, 

references, bibliography etc. 

Clicking on the PDF icon will download the article. 

The search in the other categories of the electronic resources is done similarly. 

Heal-Link Single Search Engine (https://search.heal-link.gr/) 

The United Search Engine has integrated all of Heal-Link's subscriptions. The search in e-journals reaches 

the article level while in e-books it reaches the subscription level. At the same time, it is possible to limit 

the results through multiple metadata filters. 

To go to the Unified Search Engine on the home page select "Electronic Resources"→ "Unified Search 

Engine". 

 

https://search.heal-link.gr/
https://search.heal-link.gr/


 

AAI Certification and Authorisation Infrastructure Service (Shibboleth) 

The Certification and Authorisation Infrastructure (CAI), through HEAL-Link, uses an integrated and 

federated approach, in that each party (member institutions, publishers) controls the steps related to 

the certification and authorisation of users and those who have the resources define the access rules for 

members according to the respective agreements in place with the HEAL-Link Federation. 

In this way, users are certified by their institution and gain authorisation to access HEAL-Link resources 

from anywhere without the need to install VPN (Virtual Private Network) software. 

The service is provided by certain publishers (partners of the Federation). The connection to their 

website is made via Shibboleth/Heal-Link with the passwords with which users log in to the University of 

Peloponnese. 

 

                                       

 


